	Risk Number: R22-Applications       Owner:   TW

	Risk Name: Technology Shifts

	Description of Risk: 

Technology and/or language evolution render LCG software obsolete. We know this will eventually happen, and accommodating this smoothly is a principal driver for our architecture and software design approaches.

	Risk Likelihood: 4

	Risk Impact: 2

	Overall Risk: 8

	Current Process for Managing Risk: 

Follow component architecture of the LCG applications blueprint by which specific tools and implementations can be replaced by alternatives.

Adhere to the requirement of the blueprint that language evolution be supported by designing with the potential for evolution in mind, and assessing the evolvability of our software and architecture -- specifically, using Java as the currently most likely language target.

	Future Options for Managing Risk: 

Monitor trends in technology and language evolution.

	Crisis Strategy: 

Retire obsolescent components, replacing them with new ones. The blueprint architecture is designed to keep the difficulty and disruptiveness of this low.

	Actions Required: 




